
 
 
 
 

Pathway for Paraeducators Option 9 Partnership 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 
How long is the program? 
 
The program is three years, including summers. 
 
Do I need to have a paraeducator position to be in the program?  
 
By the start of the program, individuals must have a position as a paraeducator. When applying for the 
program, you could still be in the process of securing a position. 
 
Do I need to be in a general education elementary classroom or special education classroom to be in the 
program? 

Elementary Education Certification Major (K-5 general education): 
In year one and two of the program, you do not need to have a paraeducator position in a general 
education classroom. Paraeducator positions could in in special education units, preschools, middle 
schools, or elsewhere in the district. In year two, you will need access to a general education 
classroom to practice teaching some lessons to complete some of your coursework. In year three, 
you will need to be placed in a general education elementary classroom. You should work with your 
principal and district personnel in advance of year three to ensure that you are placed in an 
elementary classroom for your practicum and student teaching placements. 
 
Special Education Certification Major (K-12 Learning & Behavior Disorders LBD): 
In year one and two of the program, you do not need to have a paraeducator position in a special 
education classroom. Paraeducator positions could be in general education classrooms.  your university coursework. In year 

three, you will ne   
your eligibility for this, you should submit official copies of your transcripts to the university as part of the 
application process. Because we believe in the value of completing the program with a cohort of peers, the 
program will still take three years to complete. However, transferring in credits can significantly lighten 
your course load each semester—especially in the first year and a half of the program.  
 
 
 



 
What supports are provided to ensure my success? 
 
Students go through 

